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DATE: immediate   

START

10 YEARS OF CLUBHOUSE CELEBRATED 

ON THANKSGIVING DAY
This Thanksgiving Day Brighter Futures will celebrate 10 years of providing an innovate support service at The American Clubhouse. It was developed after a local millionaire approached Brighter Futures and offered to set up a trust to help develop a new and exciting service that would support people who have experienced mental ill health.
The first Clubhouse opened in New York in 1948, and offered people a way to begin their recovery from mental illness. Clubhouse supports customers to meet new people, take part in leisure activities, education and training as well as offering people volunteering and work opportunities.

Brighter Futures, with the support of the Vision Trust, has developed the Clubhouse Network to include two further clubhouses since The American opened in 2000. The Observatory and twentyfourSEVEN in Hanley were both set up in response to the huge positive impact that The American had.

Sue Preston, manager of The Clubhouse Network said, ‘The theme of America has always been an important part of The Clubhouse, from the venue – The American used to be a popular pub in the 1970’s and 80’s – to the décor and the date it opened. We always celebrate Thanksgiving Day but of course this year is especially important as we look back at a decade of supporting people and really making a positive difference to their lives.’
Anyone who would like more information about the Clubhouse Network can contact us on 01782 835220.
END
Note to Editors

Local press are invited to the event. 
Date: Thursday 25th November 2010
Venue: The American Clubhouse, Waterloo Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, 
Time: between 11am – 3pm 
Please ask for Sue Preston on arrival 

